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one to believe that it is possible that the state's posi-
tion and the Legislature's position will not be upheld
but that again will be based on the facts that will be
presented in the case.

SENATOR NEMELL: Thank you, Senator Warner. I rise to
support the Warner amendment which | amnot sure that
Senator Warner is supporting hinself. But I wll tell

you, | think the issue here is a very clear issue and

| woul d hope that the menbers of this body would pay atten-
tion to it. Senator Warner asked Senator Chanbers, and |
am going to ask the President if he could hel p ne gust

| ower the noise level for a noment because what | have to
say | think 1s fairly inportant.

of the conversational tone under the bal conies wou
a great deal. Thankyou.

PRESI DENT: Very well, Senator. Ask for a (gavel) I(éuihetli ng
elp

SENATOR NEWELL: Let ne say that this is a very signifi-
cant issue. | do not know how rmany of you have had calls
fromproviders fromyour distrlct, fromnursing honmes or
hospitals or others, but I want you to know very sinply
that we are on sone very shaky ground with the | aw we
passed | ast year, and today when LB 611 shoul d have come
up, we once again decided that we could play Russian

roul ette with maki ng some tough decisi ons about cost con-
talnment. So what we are doing, we are playing a two
track gane, one track is we allow people to continue to
be on the medicaid roles. W continue tooffer thema
full full range of serviceZ and frankly | have al ways sup-
orted the level of services, and only now reluctantly
ook at those |evels because of the cost, the invol venent,
but | will tell youl think it is faizer to cutback 1n sone
of those services than it is to have whol esale cuts of 4
or 14% as they are being adm ni stered now by the Depart nment
of Welfare in certain programs. To say that we are going
to in fact cut back because only of budgetary constraints
is a very dangerous gane and | will tell you very sinply
why 1t is a dangerous gane and | think this Leglslature
ought to understand this. It is a dangerous gane because
the federal governnment requires that it be cost rel ated
rei mbursement and so we have a programthat deals with
cost related rei nbursement and now we have unilaterally
said that we are going to reduce those costs four or
fourteen percent whether they are to hospitals, or in

the case of nursing hormes it is fourteen percent, it is
nmandat ed care versus nandated care. They are both man-
dated care. Well, the truth of the matter is is that |
believe we are going to |lose that court case.

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.



